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ELECTRONIC ACTUATION FOR 
MECHANICALLY HELD 
CONTACTORS 

Abstract of Disclosure 

An electronic circuit for use on a contactor is disclosed. The electronic circuit may 
be encased in a housing and mounted to a coil cover on the front of a contactor for 
applying control power to the coil for a selected time period to enable the contactor to 
change its state and be held in the changed state. Thereafter, the electronic circuit 
disconnects the supply to the coil thereby preventing coil burn out. The control power 
is only applied after initiation of an input signal from a switch and after a controller in 
the electronic circuit has slept for a first predetermined period of time so as not to 
register any bounce from the input signal. The electronic circuit may include an 
auxiliary contact status check for providing error free activation of the mechanically 
held contactor when changing state of the contactor. A contactor employing the 
electronic circuit of the present invention and a method of using the electronic circuit 
on a contactor are further disclosed. 
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